














ABOUT QATAR

The State of Qatar has experienced rapid economic growth in recent 
years and in 2008 posted its eighth consecutive budget surplus. 
Oil and gas have made Qatar the second highest per-capita income 
country in the world and economic policy is focused on developing the 
country’s proven natural gas reserves – about 14% of the global total 
- as well as increasing private and foreign investment in non-energy 
sectors. 

Qatar’s military spending follows the Middle Eastern trend by 
investing increasing amounts of GDP to modernize and strengthen 
military forces. Estimates suggest Qatar will spend 10% of its record 
QR75 billion (US$20.5 billion) 2009 GDP on equipping the Qatari Amiri 
Land Force, Qatari Amiri Navy, and Qatari Amiri Air Force.
In the increasingly influential exhibitions, conferences and events 

sector, Qatar is now reaping the benefits of attracting significant 
foreign investment to its shores. Interest from abroad is high, and 
many international companies, associations and exhibition organizers 
perceive Qatar to be setting new benchmarks in venue design, 
event quality, service excellence, and marketing, research, sales and 
operational know-how.

Arabic is the official language of Qatar, and English is the widely 
spoken business language. Qatar’s currency is the Qatari Riyal (QR).
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